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	                                        COMMENDATIONS
HOUSTON: THE CITY THAT HOSTED THE WORLD BY HOSTING MATCHES
                         BY DR. AKWO THOMPSON NTUBA CHIEF OF HND .
Houston has once again demonstrated why it stands among the world’s truly global cities. In an extraordinary turn of events, the Bayou City hosted the last FIFA World Cup matches without an official security breech event, and emerged as one of the tournament’s most celebrated success stories. This outcome of — hosting the world without an event — has become another feather in Houston’s already decorated cap of global distinction.
FIFA itself acknowledged Houston’s unmatched contributions, praising the city and its people for delivering world‑class excellence that resonated across continents. The numbers tell a story of scale, but the spirit behind them tells a story of identity.
                               A CITY THAT WELCOMED THE WORLD
Houston welcomed 480,184 attendees, a staggering testament to its capacity to mobilize, organize, and inspire. The city delivered one of the best venues of the entire tournament, a venue that became a global meeting point during the matches . It created unforgettable fan experiences, including the now‑iconic Oranje Fanwalk, where 25,000 fans marched in unity, color, and celebration — a moment that will live in World Cup folklore.
Thirteen nations from five continents found a home in Houston. They found hospitality, diversity, and a civic culture that mirrors the world itself. Houston did not simply host fans; it hosted humanity.
THE GLOBAL CITY THAT NEVER MISSES A MOMENT
Houston’s reputation as America’s most diverse major city is not a statistic — it is a lived reality. The World Cup amplified that truth. Even after the matches ended, global recognition continues to flow toward Houston. FIFA’s commendation is not merely an acknowledgment of logistical excellence; it is a salute to the people of Houston, whose warmth, professionalism, and multicultural energy turned match hosting city into a global epicenter.
This achievement reinforces Houston’s standing as a city that consistently rises to global occasions — whether in energy, medicine, space exploration, or international sport.
A LEGACY MOMENT FOR THE CITY AND ITS PEOPLE
For Houston, this World Cup was more than an event. It was a declaration. A declaration that the city’s global identity is not dependent on hosting matches, but on hosting the world with dignity, efficiency, and heart.
Houston has earned its place among the world’s great cities not by chance, but by character. And in the 2026 FIFA World Cup, that character shone brightly.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I Dr .T AKWO,is proud to have worked with mayor Turner to win the hosting rights . 
              By Dr. Akwo Thompson Ntuba 
             Global Physician‑Communicator
Governance Chronicler
Energy‑and Development communicator  . 
Editor‑in‑Chief, HealthNDevelopment Magazine 





Congratulations to Houstonians from Healthndevelopment magazine and  me .
 His eminence excellency minister Dr .  Thompson Akwo Ntuba .
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